2008 IVD Celebrations in Namib




2008 International Volunteer Day (IVD) in Namibia

A. Introduction
Three (3) activities were carried out as part @ 2008 International Volunteer Day (IVD) celebragdn
Namibia. First and foremost, there was a dialogugalunteerism whose purpose was to:-
- To build a common understanding of volunteerism astiared appreciation of its value.
To identify and propose ways of addressing obstabtlat prevent the full harnessing and utilisatbn
the power of volunteerism in Namibia, and
To document the deliberations and recommendatiomsnating therefrom to inform volunteerism
policy or law reform in Namibia.

The IVD celebrations were also seen as an opptytémi Volunteer Involving Organisations (VIOs) to
get to know each other and strengthen collaborati®his was achieved through a get together sgprtin
activity in Katutura.

The third activity was the contribution towards thenstruction of a Multi Purpose Centre in Havana,
Katutura. The Centre will be used by the unemplgyedple for income generation projects, community
meetings and for a pre-school. To this end, donati@amounting to about N$17 420 were mobilized.
However, the idea was to ensure that the buildghgampleted by December 2009 so that it is will
launched on 5 December 2009, being the 2009 IVD.

B. VD Preparation
As part of preparations for the IVD, an IVD organgs Committee was set up under the leadershipef th
Government of Namibia, through the National Plagn@ommission (NPC) and it comprised institutions
such as NANGOF Trust, US Peace Cofgamibia Planned Parenthood Association (NAPRgmibia
Red Cross Society, AIDS Care Trust, Ministry of leand Social Services, VSO Namibia, UNV and
the National Planning Commission (NPC). Duties agponsibilities were allocated to members of the
Committee and most of the allocated responsilslitiere successfully executed.

C. Achievements
The 2008 IVD celebrations made significant achiesets which include: bringing VIOs together,
facilitating the collective identification of volteering issues of common concern, agreement onebe
for a national volunteering policy, consensus anrthed for programmes and projects for the youthstM
importantly, the dialogue mapped a way forward tidg action in 2009. In summary, the following
pictures show some of the achievements made.

a) Preparation for the IVD celebrations
Several meetings were held before the celebrationsit is through these meetings that agreements we
made to develop brochures, banners, T/Shirts anersat UNV printed 5000 brochures and 4 banners
using POEM resources. It also provided food fordizdogue meeting. VSO printed T/Shirts.
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Type ners developed for the IVD. These wigioabe used in Ms. Yeshi Katjlk_onde, the UNV-CQA and Ms. Marlar)nalﬁ‘alo-
future IVDs since they were not specific to 2008&.Mnna Kangombe, UNV Intern putting on T/Shirts printed for the defations. They

the Head of the UN and affiliated Organisation vattieagues. were watching a football match in Katutura.

b) Dialogue
During the morning of 5 December 2008, the Govemtnad Namibia, through the NPC hosted the
dialogue meeting at its premises. The Dialogue ehadred by a senior government official.
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Dialogue meeting at the National Planning Commisshore than
50 representatives of VIOs , government, voluntemrd media
attended the dialogue.

Speakers: (Ms. Joyce Mends-Cole — UN Resident Cododingght,
Ms. Susan Lewis- Director- NPC- Development Corfiora centre
and Mr. Ronny Dempers- Chairperson- NANGOF Trust) lef

More than 50 discussants attended the dialogudlesd were drawn from the government, CSOs, UN
agents, volunteers among others. The main spealaes Mr. Ronny Dempers- Chairperson- NANGOF
Trust, Ms. Annerie Keulder, legal practitioner frdpieter de Beer Legal Practitioners and Ms. Joyce
Mends-Cole, the acting UN Resident Coordinator. Tdielogue was covered by the National
Broadcasting Corporation (NBC), One Africa and maagio programmes. It was also captured in the
Namibian Newspaper.

c) Networking
During the afternoon of the"sof December 2008, organisations and volunteers participated in the
IVD celebrations gathered at a stadium in Katufardootball. Football teams were set up and tiveas
a lot of fun and exchange of contacts. This agtiwias calculated to strengthen collaboration withia
VIOs community.

d) Construction of Multi-Purpose Centre, in Havana, Kautura
A total of N$17 420 was raised and building materiaere bought. However, the IVD Organising
Committee will continue mobilising more resourcedtsat the building is completed before the 200D IV
celebrations. The 2009 IVD will be used for the@#i opening of the Centre.

e) Clarity in the identification of issues.
An important achievement made is the ability tontifg critical issues for follow up in 2009. These
included: national policy on volunteering, prograesrand projects for the youths, collaboration dred t
urgent need to address volunteering hurdles suctheadNew Labour Act. The dialogue successfully
managed to come up with the way forward as shov8eition D below.

D. Way forward
The dialogue meeting identified four major actadifor implementation in 2009 and these are:-

The development of a national policy on voluntegimNamibia.

The development of projects or programmes to tafherenergy of the youths.
Finding solutions to volunteering hurdles suchresNew Labour.
Strengthening collaboration of VIOs.
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