Message from Zahra Nuru, UNDP Resi dent Representative for
Mal awi at the Launch of International Year of Vol unteers
2001 on 16'" Decenber, 2000.

WAarm greetings to everyone who is here to cel ebrate the
Launch of International Year of Vol unteers

Every country depends on vol unteers. They | ook after
orphans, the elderly and the sick. They hel p educate our
children, keep the environnent clean, they are the

i febl ood of healthy societies everywhere.

Now t he challenge is to harness the enornous power and
commtnent of all these volunteers and recruit hundreds of
mllions nore like themin the battle agai nst poverty and
H V/ Al DS.

At the MIlenium Sunmt in New York |ast Septenber, world

| eaders pl edged to hal ve the proportion of people living in
extrene poverty by 2015. But that is not a goal governnents
can sinply legislate. It will require broad based nationa
and gl obal efforts that include private sector, civil
society and volunteers for all parts of the world and al

wal ks of life.

| now invite specialized agencies, other organi zations of
the United Nations System and Non Governnent al

Organi zations that provide, are affiliated with or benefit
from Vol unteer Service to undertake and pronote activities
to stinulate greater awareness of the contributions nade by
vol unt eers.

It is with that goal in mnd that the United Nations
General Assenbly dedicates this International Vol unteer Day
to mark the

Launch of the International Year of Volunteers 2001. From
hel ping to give young people new skills for today’
conpetitive, know edge- driven job market; to assisting
villagers to sinply working to break the stigma of people
living with HV/AIDS, volunteers will in many cases prove
the difference between success or failure in neeting these
anbi ti ous goal s.

Ladies and Gentlenmen | want to assure you that UNDP is
ready to support the CGovernnment of Malawi in reviving the



Nat i onal Vol unteer schene. that wll enable a nunber of
Mal awt an Nationals to acquire the experience of working
with an International Agency and also to transfer to or
share their skills with others.

So | adies and Gentl enen, Volunteers are a cause for real

cel ebrations and hope for the future. I w sh you the best
of success on International Year of Volunteer Day 2000, and
t hroughout the year 2001.



